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Compostable organics make up 30%
of California's overall waste stream,
contributing over 12 million tons
annually to our stated€™s landfills. In
landfills, this material undergoes
anaerobic decomposition and
produces significant quantities of
methane, up to 80% of which is not
captured by a landfill gas system.
Composting, on the other hand, is a
fundamentally aerobic process, and
well managed compost facilities
o GHG Staff do not produce any methane.
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landfilling with energy recovery systems. According to the most
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Edison’s Bright Idea
Dec 22 - British Columbia

Greenhouse . . . i . . . to Expand Existing E-waste
Gas Issues reducing benefits of composting, California could reduce its GHG emissions by Recycling Program
gﬂ%astt:teWide one million MTCO2E by composting just 30% of the foodwaste that ig Dec 19 - British
. ; e ; 4 s Supermarkets to Cut
\(/thha nge Policy currently (.1|sposed. This is equivalent to the carbon sequestered by 26 million Plastic Bag Distribution in
e Rec{lcling? tree seedlings grown for 10 years. Half
= APlan for. . _ Dec 18 - E-Waste Bill
California Compost can significantly reduce agricultural energy demand. Plants Introduced in Michigan

Poll

Plastic bags cost
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in retail costs
and taxes. What
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grown in compost-rich soil require less irrigation because of the increpsed

infiltration and storage capacity of root systems and the reduction of
runoff, evaporation, and water usage by weeds. Research has shown

water
that

the application of compost can reduce the need for irrigation by 30-70%.

Given that approximately 8% of the electricity generated in the state

is used

to run Californiad€™s massive water supply infrastructure, a substantial

decrease in water consumption would significantly reduce energy
consumption.

Composting provides nutrient-rich soils, which multiple studies have shown

results in greater carbon storage in crop biomass.

The application of compost results in a reduced need for GHG producing

petroleum-based chemical fertilizer, pesticides, herbicides, and
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Education. large quantities of global warming pollutants during application and as they
decompose in the soil. The use of compost can reduce the need for fertilizers
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sequestration in soil from composting application was 6 to 40 tons o
per hectare.

f| carbon
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